CHAPTER  XXVIII.

THE LAST GEOLOGICAL TOUCHES.

DURING- that closing period of Murchison's life which
embraced the years subsequent to his appointment to the
Geological Survey, and of the events of which some ac-
count has been given in the previous five chapters, geology
had evidently no longer undisturbed sway over his thoughts
and actions. Nevertheless, amid the increasing exactions
of official life, and in spite of the ever-growing demands of
the Geographical Society, he found opportunity every now
and then to strike back again into the geological pathway,
and to link himself with the onward progress of his younger
contemporaries. It was during this period that he achieved
his success in working out the problem of the Highland
geology. During this time, too, he made those excursions
in Bohemia and elsewhere on the Continent, as well as in
the north of England, which enabled him to place the Per-
mian rocks of Germany and Britain in a more satisfactory
arrangement and parallelism. But besides these contri-
butions, which arose directly out of field-work and gave the
results of his own observations on the ground, there were
others which dealt not so much with his own labours as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